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PORTAL-TO-PORTAL ACT STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS PROVISIONS DISCUSSED 

Not a l l employee ac t ions for back wages under t h e Fa i r Labor Stand-

(wds Act are r e s t r i c t e d t o the two-year Federal s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s 

p r o v i s i o n of the new P o r t a l - t o - P o r t a l Act , which became e f f e c t i v e May 14, 

1947. Under t h e terms of t h e new Act , employee ac t ions for back-wage 

claims which are commenced by September 11 , 1947, may be c o n t r o l l e d by 

longer p e r i o d s , in accordance -with vary ing S t a t e s t a t u t e s of l i m i t a t i o n s , 

. This -was po in ted out today by F. Granvi l le Grimes, J r , , Deputy Ad

m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Wage and Hour and Publ ic Cont rac t s D i v i s i o n s , U, S. 

Department of Labor, i . 

The P o r t a l - t o - P o r t a l Act provides t h a t c laims which arose before 

May 14, 1947, and are not of the type s p e c i f i c a l l y bar red by t h e ne-w .-

Act , s h a l l be govemed by the p r e v a i l i n g S ta t e s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s , 

i f s u i t i s s t a r t e d on or before September 1 1 , 1947, However, i f s u i t s 

on suoh claims are commenced a f t e r September 1 1 , they w i l l be lim^ited 

by t h e S t a t e s t a t u t e or the new A c t ' s two-year Federal s t a t u t e , which

ever i s s h o r t e r . .-,. , V, „ ' . ', ' , . 

The Deputy Adminis t ra tor expla ined t h a t t he new A c t ' s two-year l i m i 

t a t i o n p rov i s ion app l i e s to a l l employee a c t i o n s a r i s i n g on or a f t e r 

May 14. I n d i v i d u a l S ta te s t a t u t e s of l i m i t a t i o n s , whether provid ing 

for longer or sho r t e r pe r iods than two y e a r s , are not app l i cab l e wi th 

r e s p e c t t o einployee claims a r i s i n g on or a f t e r t h a t d a t e . , 
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